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The Challenge 

 
The Do the Write Thing Challenge is an initiative of the National Campaign to Stop 
Violence. This program gives middle school students a chance to examine how violence 
affects their lives. Students are asked to submit any form of written expression to 
answer the following questions: 

 How has violence affected my life? 

 What are the causes of youth violence? 

 What can I do about youth violence? 
 
The student submissions were read by a diverse group of professionals and ten 
exceptional writings were chosen. Five boys and five girls were honored at a celebration 
at the State Capitol in Helena. At this celebration, the boy and girl whose writings were 
deemed to be the most thought provoking and responsive to the questions were 
announced. These two students, along with their teachers and one parent or guardian 
participated in the Do the Write Thing National Recognition Ceremony in Washington, 
D.C., July 14-18, 2012. These two students’ writings were joined with others from 
around the country, and a leather-bound copy of the student writings was placed in the 
Library of Congress. 
  



 
 
 
 

Karen Green 
 

8th Grade 
Sidney Middle School 

Sidney 
Teacher: Jessie Fisher 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Danielle Hoover 
 

8th Grade 
Columbus Middle School 

Columbus 
Teacher: Lorie Henrie-Koski 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Jacob Lutey 
 

7th Grade 
St. Francis Upper 

Billings 
Teacher: Stella Burke 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Keyan Miller 
 

8th Grade 
Dutton-Brady 

Dutton 
Teacher: Linda Quilling 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Austin Nakamura 
 

8th Grade 
East Middle School 

Butte 
Teacher: Donna Jean Pickett 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Drew Reum 
 

8th Grade 
Poplar Middle School 

Poplar 
Teacher: Morgan Norgaard 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Dylan Running Crane 
 

7th Grade 
Browning Middle School 

Browning 
Teacher: Roberta Kipp 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Jake Wagenaar 
 

7th Grade 
St. Francis Upper 

Billings 
Teacher: Stella Burke 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Jens Zimmerman 
 

7th Grade 
St. Francis Upper 

Billings 
Teacher: Stella Burke 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 

Veronica Zimmerman 
 

7th Grade 
St. Francis Upper 

Billings 
Teacher: Stella Burke 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


